Dear Manassas Parents and Guardians,

Because we want our parents to be fully informed about incidents that occur during the school day, especially those regarding students’ safety and well-being, I wanted to let you know about an unfortunate incident that took place this morning in one of our classrooms.

An 11th grade male student was shot in the arm in a classroom this morning by another Manassas student.  We have heard from officers who investigated the scene that this appears to have been an accidental firing, and that there was no animosity between these two students.  

The victim was treated at the scene and then transported to The Med, where he has been listed in stable condition. The student who fired the shot has turned himself into police. 
Please understand that proper steps were taken throughout this situation and for the remainder of the day to ensure the safety of students. The school was locked down immediately following the incident, so that police could search the entire schools for additional weapons and fully investigate the classroom where this shooting occurred. Additionally, we brought a team of counselors to the school to meet with children who may have been affected emotionally by this incident.

We did our best to inform all parents of this incident by way of our ParentLink phone messaging system as soon as we had confirmed details from police and tried to answer as many questions over the phone as we could throughout the day.

While this incident involved only these two students in one classroom, and no other students were injured, we consider any instance where a weapon is present in our school to be extremely serious, and we recognize the potential for danger. We do perform random metal detection screenings at our school each month, and we have officers that patrol our campus and school community to ensure safety before, during and after school.
We are never pleased to report such unfortunate news, but we are proud of the quick responses demonstrated by our staff at Manassas, as well as the Memphis City Schools Security team and administration. We are also proud of our students, who conducted themselves with maturity and responsibility during this very difficult day.  
We want to send a clear message to our students that weapons are not tolerated here at Manassas, and we ask that you partner with us in making sure that students know the dangers and consequences for carrying weapons at school.  

You have our assurance that Manassas will continue to be vigilant wherever student safety is concerned, and we will continue to work hard to provide a safe learning environment for all of our students.

Our thoughts and prayers are with the young man who was injured this morning and with his family, and we look forward to his return to school soon.

I hope that if you have any questions or concerns, you will contact me.  

Sincerely,

Gloria Williams

Principal, Manassas High School

Cc: Elsie Lewis Bailey, High School Academic Superintendent

       Dr. Alfred Hall, Chief Academic Officer

